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“... but the primar argument is constitutional ... they [the courts] are
the ultimate agency for determining the practical limits of the law, and
yet they are an unelected group. Parliament should retain the main
responsibility for the extent of the criminal law, and, indeed, it has the
right to determine the courts approach towards the task of
interpretation (for example, by including some canons of interpretation
in the Criminal Code). The practical implication of this approach is
that the courts should exercise restraint in their interpretive role,
favouring the defendant where they are left in doubt about the
legislative purpose’.
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