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“Where two or more are overtaken by a common disaster, there is no
right on the part of one to save the lives of some by the killing of
another. There is no rule of human jettison. Men there will often be
who, when told that their going will be the salvation of the remnant
will choose the nobler part and make the plunge into the waters. In that
supreme moment the darkness for them will be illumined by the
thought that those behind willl ride to safety. If none of such mold are
found aboard the boat, or too few to save the others, the human freight
must be left to meet the chances of the waters. Who shall choose in
such an hour between the victims and the saved? Who shall know
when masts and sails of rescue may emerge out of the fog?”
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“Dr. Crick inferred that “We cannot continue to regard all human life
as sacred’. The idea that every person has a soul and that his life must
be saved at all costs should not be allowed; instead, the status of birth
and death should be reconsidered. If, for example, a child were
considered to be legally born when two days old, it could be examined
to see whether it was an ‘acceptable member of human society’. It
might also be desirable to define a person as legally dead when he was
past the age of 80 or 85, and then expensive medical equipment should
be forbidden him; old people might also be required to distribute a
certain proportion of their property.

Such ideas have an uncomfortable ring; Dr. Crick made it clear that he
was not advocating them as such, but was merely concerned to indicate
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the kind of ways in which society may be forced to reconsider
conventional ethics”.
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